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By David Remnick 

WoKhingtiM Pont Foreiipi Service 


MOSCOW, Feb. 9— In the 
strongest denunciation of Soviet 
aqti-Jewish propaganda published 
officially here in half a century, two 
historians today equated Moscow's 
anti-Zionist campaigns in the past 
25 years to Adolf Hitler’s. ' ‘ ' 
Writing in a Communist Party 
newspaper, Sovyetskaya Kultura, 
Sergei Rogov and Vladimir No- 
senko said that the Nazi-like tactics 
of Vladimir Begun and other leading 
anti-Zionist propagandists have pro- 
duced widespread “mistrust and 
suspicion of Jews" and led to even- 
tual emigration of tens of thousands 
of Soviet Jews. 

In their article, the two historians 
used the extraordinary technique of 
quoting Begun’s writings in Nash 
Sovremenik and other journals along- 
side excerpts from Hitler’s manifes- 
to, “Mein Kampf,” concluding that 
“the only difference is that Hitler 
wrote about Jews and Begun writes 


about Zionists.” They also said that, 
in Soviet propaganda, the term 
“Zionists” has been mere “camou- 
flage” to mask blatant anti-Semitism. 

The article, published in one of 
the more liberal newspapers in the 
central press, comes three days 
before the opening of the first Jew- 
ish cultural center here since the 
era of Joseph Stalin. 

Summarizing official anti- 
Semitism, the historians gave a 
brief account of the way Jewish 
schools and ' synagogues were 
closed and destroyed under Stalin 
and the way Jews were persecuted 
as “cosmopolitans.” They also wrote 
that “during the 70s, Jews had dif- 
ficulties getting into universities.” 

“Unfortunately, Begun is not 
alone,” they wrote. They blamed 
such propaganda for fostering ideas 
among the people about “the civic 
irresponsibility of the Jews.” 

The Sovyetskaya Kultura article 
is one of the strongest expressions 
yet of the Kremlin’s easing of re- 
strictions on Jews. 


